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THE IMPORTANCE OF MAKING A WILL 

The importance of making a will cannot be understated, for without one, on death the law 

of intestacy will decide what happens to your dependents and your property rather than 

you.  

The law of intestacy in Ireland (the Succession Act 1965) states that without a Will: 

i. If you are married, without any children, your spouse/civil partner will be entitled to 

your entire estate; 

ii. if you are married, with children, your spouse/civil partner gets two-thirds of your 

estate and your children get one-third, between them; 

iii. if you have children, but no spouse/civil partner, your children will be entitled to the 

full estate; 

iv. if you do not have a spouse/civil partner or children, your parents are entitled to the 

estate; 

v. if both parents are deceased, your estate is then divided between your siblings, with 

any nieces or nephews to take their parents share, should one of your siblings pre-

decease you. 

The following are some of the reasons you should make a will: 

i. it gives clarity to your intentions and removes uncertainty for your loved ones on 

your passing; 

ii. it provides you with peace of mind that your loved ones will be looked after 

correctly; 

iii. it ensures any children under the age of 18 are to have guardians appointed of your 

choice and not the State’s; 

iv. it makes your assets easier to identify; 

v. you will be provided with the required advice so as to ensure beneficiaries will only 

pay the minimum capital acquisitions tax; 

vi. you choose an executor to handle your affairs on your death rather than having one 

appointed under the rules of law; 

vii. the costs of administering a testate estate (based on a will) are significantly lower 

than the cost of administering an intestate estate; 

viii. Administration of your estate is quicker when you make a will; 

A will can be made without legal advice. However, we would advise that you do seek legal 

advice and have a solicitor draft your will. A solicitor can clarify the following for you: 

i. the rules regarding provision for children; 
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ii. what happens if a beneficiary pre-deceases you; 

iii. what considerations need to be taken from a capital acquisitions tax point of view; 

iv. what is needed for a will to be valid; 

v. ensuring a will is worded properly to avoid unclear intentions which may lead to 

disputes and ultimately, the failure of the will; 

For more information on making a will or discussing any of the above points, or matters 

relating to setting up a trust, please contact us per the details below, to arrange a 

consultation. 

Paul Brady & Co. Solicitors 

046-9028011/9028046 

info@paulbradysolicitors.ie 

 

 

This content is for general information purposes only, and should not be used as a substitute for consultation with a 

professional advisor. 
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